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FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


Its time for Field Day. Looking forward to seeing 
everyone particiipate. 


We will start set up around 0800 on June 22. 
Location, the end of hangar row, Sonoma 
Skypark. 


Saturday night BBQ for everyone 


This is a fun event, so everyone is invited, even if 
you don’t get on HF. 


| recommend that everyone put attending the 
ARRL Hamvention on your must attend list. This 
thing is HUGE! 


Think of the size of the Sonoma County Fair to 
get some idea of just how big it is. 


| have more pictures that | will share at a later 
time. 


Try to check in to our Wednesday night net at 
7:30 pm. Its a good time to discuss items 
relating to the club or other radio topics. 


If you are having trouble getting on the net, let 
us know, so we can help. 


See you at the meeting. In the mean time, turn 
on that radio. 


73, 
Jim, KEUUW 


June 2019 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, June 19, 2019, 7:30pm 
City of Sonoma Police Department 
Topic: Planning for Field Day 


2019 ARRL HAMVENTION 


This is the Xenia county fairgrounds, home of the 
ARRL Hamvention. 


—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 
Minutes of the May Meeting 


KD6FIL (Dave), KG6QNT (Eileen), NJ6E (Stan), 
KGE6N (Frank), WA6BTK (Stu), N6TVN (Carl), 


W1EJ (Ed), AK6RF (Matt), N7PIB (San), KF6FZM 
(Dick), KJEZMV (Wendy), KN6BDO (John), 
KASWSS (Robert), KM6ZUC (Bruce), WB6TMH 
(Mike), AA6RH (Randy) WD6BOR (Darrel), KERTO 
(Rob) 


MINUTES 

Meeting called to order at 7:30pm. 

PRESIDENT 

Off to Ohio for the Hamvention. 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Ed Fong Antenna and Coax order has come in. 
Introduction to Amateur Radio Flyers from ARRL 


Field Day is next month’s meeting topic. The site 
has been listed at the ARRL. 


Looking for ideas for the Christmas Party. 
TREASURER: The balance is $4,249.12. 
SECRETARY: Taxes are in. 

Radio Officer: Nothing to report 

ACS 


Level 1 training is scheduled from November 2 
from 8 to Noon. 


OLD BUSINESS 


Hamfest accounting — Gross of $945 before 
expenses (Costco, Food, Radio Giveaway) 


NEW BUSINESS 


N6P — Point Reyes Lighthouse on the Air. KG6N is 
working with the special use permit guy at Point 
Reyes. August 17 and 18. 


Mystery Box: the lucky recipient was Ed, W1EJ 
Meeting adjourned at 20:11 

PROGRAM 

Randy 

—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


Last Month... 


| J — 


Randy Hall (AA6RH) gives a presentation on DMR 
at the May 2019 VOMARC meeting. 


Misc 


e Kevin (KIGTPK, now K6YD) and Elizabeth 
(KM6SJR) both passed their Extra Class 
examination and now have the highest level 
Amateur Radio license. Congratulations! 
The Sonoma County DMR net (Monday 
nights) has been added to the VOMARC 
calendar. 

Robert (KA5WSS) has just installed a quarter 
wave outdoor dual band vertical antenna on 
top of his garage. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


FT4 Developments 


Joe Taylor (K1JT) and others are hard at work 
getting the bugs worked out of the next release 
of their WSJT software. WSJT is one of the most 
popular programs used for digital 
communication modes like FT8. The focus of 
their at the moment is the new FT4 mode. A 
spinoff of FT8, the new mode is designed for 
faster QSOs. 


There's no such thing as a free lunch and the 
shorter transmit/receive cycles do come with a 
tradeoff. Where FT8 is known to be able to pull 
out signals as low as -24 db FT4 manages to get 
down to -21 db. Still an impressive figure. 


The new release, version 2.1, is expected to be 
ready in mid-July. 


http://www.arrl.org/news/new-ft4-beta- 


release-leaps-and-bounds-better-than-earlier- 
iterations 


In related news, FT4 contacts can now be 
submitted to the ARRL's Logbook of the World 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Sail Ball 


Believe it or not, "sail ball" is a new space term 
for your vocabulary. The Chinese Amateur 
Satellite 

Group 

announced 

the 

impending 

launch of 

CAS- 

7B. The 

CubeSat 

will sport a 

flexible film 

ball, or sail, which will offer "pneumatic 
resistance" stabilization for the spacecraft. 


CW telemetry will be transmitted on 435.715 
MHz. An FM transponder will listen 

on 145.900 MHz and transmit on 435.715 
MHz. The satellite's lifetime is expected to last 
a scant 1 month at most. 


http://www.arrl.org/news/china-set-to-launch- 
new-amateur-satellite-with-sail-ball- 
stabilization 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Alien Invasion? 


Spotted at the last VOMARC meeting. What 
could it be? A Wouff Hong? No, nothing that 
sinister. It's the club's pneumatic antenna 
launcher. Used to fire fishing line over a high 
tree branch the line can then be used to pull up 
feedline or antenna wire. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


From The QSL Inbox... 


CQ. 33 * ITU. 37 * LOC. IM946U * 10-X # 336 10 
RIG: ARGONAUT 509 * ANTENNA: 4 ELEMENTS YAGI - DIPOLE 


TO STATION 2-WAY 


| KASWSS Ea 27.07.2017 am | 3: ar s | SSB | 


Tnx QSL card.73's de Mohamed E-mail : Please see QRZ .COM 


"serious and profound risk to 
us and to future generations. 

If we don’t act now, present 
and future generations will 


Leatherbacks are spectacu- 
lar creatures - two to three 
meters long, covered in a 
leathery shell, and able to . 
dive almost a_ kilometer nes SA 068 


below the ocean’s surface in apy Peace 
search of food y Peace 


Leatherback turtles __ save the animals 


GARA / FAIRS | Shell Beach: A conservationist’s paradise their eggs 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 23 EDITION 6 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill KE UUW — President 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill Ke JUW — Elmer Coordinator 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR - Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1°* St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2019 ACS 2019 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE JUNE 19, 2019, 7:30PM 
AT THE CITY OF SONOMA EOC, CITY OF SONOMA POLICE DEPARTMENT, 175 FIRST ST W, SONOMA 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2019 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1 St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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